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BEACON oƒ HOPE
To the Friends and Supporters of the Mennonite
Family Centre in Zaporizhzhya, Ukraine
by Louie Sawatzky
- Project Director

As we near another Christmas celebration, we again
recount the story and the wonder of the Christ child,
whose birth was announced by the angels. It is easy to
accept the presence of heavenly beings in that setting so
long ago. That event changed the course of history.
Today, as a people of faith, each one of us is called to the work of
building God’s Kingdom on earth. We know we are doing this at the
Mennonite Family Centre in Zaporizhzhya, Ukraine. The needs of the
poor and elderly in Ukraine are not caused by a natural weather event.
The needs of these people are brought on by poverty, illness and a hard
life of sorrow and disappointment in the many years they lived under
communist rule, in a country now struggling to become a democracy.
Young families are beginning to initiate change by taking steps to solve
their own problems.
At the Mennonite Family Centre we look back on another year of
seeing God at work in the lives of people, through the Home care
program (with 139 clients in that program this year), through Respite
care, and through various other programs. In previous Newsletters we
have provided more details of this work.
I want to highlight one particular project. I have mentioned in
a previous Newsletter the work with children with special needs. In
December of last year, we held a special Christmas Fundraising Concert
in Winnipeg, with all proceeds going to a newly formed Parents
Association, whose plan was to develop programs for children with
special needs. The support raised at that concert has paid the rent of an
apartment used in the program for one full year. There are now over 40
children in the program. The program has gone so well, and the needs are
so great that they have been able to rent a second apartment nearby for
older children, (over 6 years old). The parents of these children had been
told by their doctor
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In September we made a request to the Bethel Mennonite Church
congregation (my home congregation) for donations of gently worn used
clothing. This is the fourth year we have had this small Christmas project.
This year, clothing donations were more than double last year’s shipment,
at 1100 pounds. The first parcels, each weighing 30 kilograms arrived
at the Mennonite Family Centre in mid-November. When they arrive,
these clothes are sorted and distributed to clients in our various programs,
and the clients of various groups we work with. Everyone can choose one
outfit. Here Eugenia, Margareta, Fahina, Silvia and Dema are trying
on some clothes. Two of the ladies in this picture are blind, and this is a
very special “shopping” event for them.
as a group, learning to read and write. In that society, this is seen as
miraculous. And with some help, this Parents Association is becoming
self-sufficient, with parents paying most of the costs. It is becoming a
model and an example of parents taking initiative to address their own
needs.
The Home Care program is the largest program of the Mennonite
Family Centre, with 22 care providers, mostly women working part
time in this program. Most clients are women. We keep track of the
time spent in actual care besides transportation time. Mostly, they use
public transportation to get from home to home. This year, they will
have provided a combined total of about 30,000 hours of actual care in
the apartments and homes.
The work is difficult, since they do not have equipment to lift clients,
or turn them when giving a bath. The Home Care work often includes
a combination of tasks, including preparing food, cleaning, bathing,
wound care, etc. They bond with the clients over time, and are treated
like adopted daughters. Since we provide comfort care, we do not take

the place of medical staff. Most clients see a medical
doctor only in extreme situations. About 10% of the
clients pass away every year, since most of our clients
are those who need care desperately. When this
happens, funeral preparations are often added to the
list of duties.

Dori Raisa has been a client for 10 years. When she first
became a client, her feet and lower legs were covered
with gangrene, she was bedridden and in a lot of pain.
The smell was intolerable. With care, they were able
to save the legs and although she cannot walk, she can
sit up and is cheerful, and loves to visit. The pain is
much less. She is so grateful for the help she receives.
With the colorful wallpaper behind her bed, she feels she
is in a wonderful garden. She also is able to celebrate
Christmas with joy in her heart.



Many of you have been supporting the Ukraine
Ministry of the Mennonite Benevolent Society for
many years, and we thank you for that. If you have
sent a donation recently, please accept our gratitude,
and consider this an update and our very best wishes
for the New Year.
If you consider this work in Ukraine worthy of your
ongoing support during this Christmas season, we
again provide that opportunity.
On behalf of the Board of the Mennonite
Benevolent Society of Manitoba, and the many clients
in Ukraine, we thank you, and wish you the blessings
and joys of Christmas as those who experienced it for
the first time so long ago.



Yes, I want to help the needy in Ukraine! Use where most needed.



I want my donation to go to the sustaining fund for expansion and long term sustainability

Name:________________________________ Address:___________________________________________________________________
City:___________________________ Prov/State:_____________________ Postal/Zip code:	������������������������������������
Amount of donation:	���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In Canada, make cheques payable and send to:		

In the USA, make checks payable and send to:

Registered charity # 119244952 RR001			

Registered charity # 83-0361680

The Mennonite Benevolent Society		
The Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc.
Ukraine Ministry				Ukraine Ministry
1045 Concordia Ave.				
2955 Regent Ave. N.
Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7				
Golden Valley, MN 55422

For information, contact Louie Sawatzky, Project Director, at the Canadian address above, or call (204) 253-3631, or email to lnsaw@mts.net . If
you no longer wish to receive this Newsletter, please advise as well.

