
by Louie Sawatzky 
 - Project Director

Although the 
past 6 months 
have been difficult 
for the people of 
Ukraine, as the 

country continues to struggle with 

internal and external stresses, we 
remain committed to our mission 
in Ukraine.  In this Newsletter, we 
would like to give you an update 
from our perspective, and how the 
turmoil is affecting not only the work 
of the Centre, but the people.   We 
have never taken a political position 

in Ukraine, and want to continue 
that policy, but do need to respond 
to changing conditions.  We thank so 
many of you who continue to support 
this work.  The current unrest has not 
allowed me to travel to Ukraine in 
spring, but we are hopeful this might 
change by fall.
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Although many of you are familiar 
with the programs of the Centre, 
I will outline them here briefly. 
The most significant program is 
the Home Care program which 
continues to respond to the needs of 
the many seniors in Zaporizhzhya. 
There are 115 to 120 clients at any 
one time, with changes happening 

as some clients pass away, and the 
actual hours of care provided is fairly 
constant at about 2,650 hours of 
actual care per month. (This does not 
include travel time.) This continues 
to be a very important program for 
so many who do not have other help 
available.  
The Day program includes up to 8 
persons per day, for those seniors 
needing help and social interaction 
but are still able to come to the 
Centre one day a week. These clients 
are picked up every day, participate 
in the programs at the Centre, and 
then returned to their residence in 
the afternoon.  This is their bright 
spot every week.
The Respite program continues to 
be run by a Pentecostal congregation, 
which provides the everyday 
administration, with our assistance 
of space, maintenance and utilities 
on a no charge basis. Besides, we 
assist in the staffing costs. It consists 
of 6 beds, and uses two of our 

apartments.
As we have expanded our programs, 
we have done so by assisting 
local groups in starting programs 
consistent with our mandate, in 
response to the needs they identify.  
This includes:
• Financial assistance  to the seniors 

home in the Church building in 
Katusovka (formerly Petershagen), 

• Monthly financial assistance to 
the Florence Centre in running a 
program for children with special 
needs,

• Financial support for a program 
called “Promethius” also for chil-
dren with special needs.  (More 
information about this further 
down)  

• Funding a small clinic in Moros-
ovka (formerly Hochfeld, a small 
very poor village about 30 kms 
from Zaporizhzhya) which pro-
vides basic medical care to the 
people of the village.  

Update on the Programs of the Mennonite Family Centre



The programs offered by the Cen-
tre are needed even more.  When the 
terrorist activities began in eastern 
Ukraine, there was a lot of fear about 
needing to leave the city and move 
further west, out of the conflict area.   
As the war has not progressed further 
west, this fear has subsided.  

New people are calling regularly 
seeking information about what the 
Centre is doing and asking for assist-
ance.  Boris Letkeman (our local Dir-
ector) and his team say they cannot 
refuse situations where no other help 
is available.  They accommodate this 
by having our faithful caregivers take 
on more hours (many do not work full 
time) and so do what they can. The 
fact that the Ukrainian currency has 
been devalued further (it is now 11.5 

Hgrevnia to one US dollar when six 
months ago it was 8:1) allows this to 
be done within our Canadian budget.

The Mennonite Family Centre is 
expanding as we try to meet the needs 
of these people in need. Of course we 
can only help the individual families 
who are asking for help directly.  The 

problems are so much bigger than 
we can address.  People coming into 
Zaporizhzhya and region looking for 
safety and shelter come without any-
thing. Many churches and other or-
ganizations are helping.  This is a new 
area of involvement for us.  

Boris Letkeman and Nadia Nikittina continue to give daily direction and guidance to the staff of 
26.  The added difficulty now is to make the tough decisions as to what we can do, in view of the 
many refugees coming into the area.

How this is affecting the Programs of the 
Mennonite Family Centre

In the past 6 months, we have 
all heard and seen the news about 
what is happening in Ukraine.  
Although a new President has 
been elected, fighting continues 
in two of the Oblasts (regions) 
where protestors have taken over 
Government buildings.  This is 
less than 100 kilometers from 
Zaporizhzhya.  To date more than 
45,000 people have left their war 
torn area, moving further west, 
and therefore are now homeless.  
We are receiving various requests 
for help and are considering how 
we might best respond to this 
crisis.

The economy of Ukraine has 
suffered badly, with negative 
currency changes and the 

Government virtually out of 
money, and Russia has cut off gas 
supplies for lack of payment.

This picture of cattle peacefully grazing belies the reality of guns and tanks just miles further 
east.  It is anything but peaceful as people fear for their lives and their future is so very uncertain.   
Although active fighting is in the east, all of Ukraine is affected.

Current Conditions in Ukraine



The Mennonite Family Centre consists of three apartments on the main floor of this 10 story 
apartment block.  The ladies of the Respite program enjoy sitting outside in the evening for the 
fresh air and to socialize.  Discussion now always goes to the dangers and uncertainties.  They just 
pray for peace to return.

How this is affecting the People 

How your donations were 
spent in 2013  

From the beginning of the un-
rest, the people we serve (mostly 
seniors and the disadvantaged) 
have experienced uncertainty 
and fear.   They fear pensions 
will be discontinued.  They fear 
inf lation and wonder if their 
meager pensions will be enough 
for food.   They fear lawlessness 
which follows any gap in law and 
order.  They fear their neigh-

bors, whom they have known 
and trusted for many years, but 
who may have other allegian-
ces.  They fear changes in the 
programs we run.  They wonder 
if they could or should be ready 
to leave the city in case f ight-
ing breaks out.   They fear the 
effects of now having so many 
people (refugees) coming to the 
city, homeless and unemployed.  

And fear often paralyses.  
However, they also pray a lot.  

The crisis has resulted in many 
people reaching back to their 
faith in God, and praying for 
their leadership and their coun-
try, and relying on God for their 
daily needs.  In many cases they 
are pulling together to help the 
less fortunate.  This is creating a 
closer knit community.

This is our accountability to 
you.   Our aim is to keep the 
costs low and effectiveness 
high.  There are costs to run 
any program but we hear the 
concern that donated funds are 
used wisely and reaches people 
in need.   Here is a breakdown 
of our yearend audited f inancial 
statement.

We want you to know your 
prayers and f inancial support 
keep this program alive.  Many 
times, the clients and our care 
workers ask me to pass on their 
gratitude for the crucial help 
they are receiving.  This is 
especially meaningful for them 
as the country goes through 
hard and trying times.  Rather 
than feel abandoned during this 
time, they are being supported.  
Although the physical help is 
so much appreciated, they know 
there are many people thinking 

and praying for 
them in their 
situation, and they 
assure me they are 
also praying for all 
those involved in 
supporting these 
programs.

Direct Program costs
      Home Care 63,478
      Respite Care 8,315
      Day Program 33,015
      Assistance to other organizations 25,024
MFC Office Administration 18,707
Vehicle expenses 13,866
Bank and Money transfers   8,581
Spent in Ukraine 170,986 = 83%
Professional fees, Accounting, Audit, etc. 21,689
Travel   6,548
Fundraising and special events 7,043
Spent in Canada 35,280 = 17%
Total 206,266

We are grateful that we have again been able to pay 
all expenses in 2013, and thank you for your generosity.  



  Yes, I want to help the needY In UkraIne! Use where most needed. 
  I want mY donatIon to go to the sUstaInIng fUnd for expansIon and long term sUstaInabIlItY.

Name: _______________________________ Address: _____________________________________________
City: __________________________ Prov/State: ____________________ Postal/Zip code: _______________
Amount of donation: ________________________________________________________________________
Please note: Donations from the US will now be administered in Winnipeg, Canada. 
However receipts will be issued from the Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc.
In Canada, make cheques payable and send to:  In the USA, make checks payable and send to:
The Mennonite Benevolent Society  The Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc.
Ukraine Ministry    Ukraine Ministry
1045 Concordia Ave.    1045 Concordia Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7    Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7
Registered charity # 119244952 RR0001  Registered charity # 83-0361680

For information, contact Louie Sawatzky, Project Director, at the Canadian address above, or call (204) 253-3631 or 
email to lnsaw@mts.net. If you no longer wish to receive this Newsletter, please advise as well.
Please check out the web site www.mennonitebenevolentsociety.org for more information about the Society, the 
Mennonite Family Centre in Ukraine, and how to donate on line.

The Mennonite Family Centre 
is having a huge impact in 
Zaporizhzhya, Ukraine.  Your 
contributions go far in providing 
help, and as importantly, working 
toward a time when the program 
can be locally sustainable.  It 

is encouraging local people 
to address their own needs by 
taking initiative, using their own 
resources.  That will be the true 
long term measure of success.  
We continue to invite you to 
participate.  

If you have made a recent 
donation, thank you. Please 
take this as information, and our 
accountability to you. 

Please check out our website at 
www.mennonitebenevolentsociety.org

We invite you to be part of this Ukraine Ministry



Children with Special Needs
We have reported earlier about our support for children with special needs through the organization 

called “Promithius”. This program is run by local people and is designed for children beginning at 
about 1 year old who have various special needs, and now going past 6 years of age.  It is much more than 
a day care program.  The program is seen as quite unique in Ukraine and is seen as being very successful. 
For this reason, the leadership of this program has been asked to initiate a special conference on the 
values and goals of the program, and the methods used to achieve these goals. The aim is to have other 
parent groups forming to develop programs in their own regions across Ukraine. This is a tribute to this 
leadership team and an acknowledgement to the success of the program.
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