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BEACON oƒ HOPE
To the Friends and Supporters of the Mennonite
Family Centre in Zaporizhzhya, Ukraine
by Louie Sawatzky
- Project Director

Greetings and best wishes
from the Mennonite Family
Centre in Zaporizhzhya. We
wish you blessings as we all
celebrate the birth of our Lord.
Although the situation in Ukraine is not
good, there are many highlights and places

where we see God’s hand at work. The
programs of the Mennonite Family Centre in
Zaporizhzhya continue to provide very tangible
help and hope to the many clients in the
various programs. In spite of the deteriorating
conditions in Ukraine, the Centre has not
experienced negative attention or roadblocks
of any kind. Of course the Centre, as well as
all the people in Ukraine are directly impacted

by the ongoing war in eastern Ukraine and
the very difficult economic conditions, but
we are grateful to God for the dedication of
staff, for safety, and for the way the people
have responded to those in need. We pass on
greetings from the entire staff and the many
clients, who with tears, thank you for the
support, and assure us they pray for us all daily,
thanking God for the Centre.

Current Conditions in Ukraine

The conflict continues with fighting mainly
The conflict continues with
in the Oblast (region) of Donetsk and Lugansk. fighting mainly in the Oblast (region)
These two regions, sometimes referred to as of Donetsk and Lugansk. These two
the Donbass is where a lot of coal mining is regions, sometimes referred to as
located and which had a population of about the Donbass is where a lot of coal
4.5 million people. It is estimated that about mining is located and which had
a half million people have relocated to western a population of about 4.5 million
Ukraine, or have gone to Russia for safety. The people. It is estimated that about a
cities of Donetsk and Lugansk have been half million people have relocated
virtually destroyed. Officially about 5,000 to western Ukraine, or have gone
Ukrainian military people have lost
to Russia for safety. The cities of
Donetsk and Lugansk have been
virtually destroyed.
Officially
about 5,000 Ukrainian military
people have lost their lives, and an The people in this picture are refugees from eastern Ukraine,
estimated 15,000 Russian military and have been accommodated in a large church building
personnel but this does not include just outside of the conflict area. There are often three
the many civilians, or the many generations that arrive together. They all work together to
who are unaccounted for, and the survive with cooking, cleaning, etc.
many who have lost limbs and are Picture curtesy of MCC, Zaporizhzhya.
severely injured. The fear is the
for the children. It is estimated Zaporizhzhya
fighting will continue not only in this region has about 45,000 such refugees, referred to as
but moving west, including Zaporizhzhya Internally Displaced Persons (IDP’s).
and
Dnepropetrovsk. There are no signs
MCC in Zaporizhzhya works with several
This is Lena, Tanya her daughter, and nine year
of
reaching
a peaceful resolution soon. The partners in providing the necessities of life for
old Pauline, in the kitchen. They found shelter in
a summer camp in Nikopol, a City about 50 Kms people who have moved west arrive in the refugees. When they arrive they have already
from Zaporizhzhya, coming from the Lugansk cities and villages to stay with relatives, or if lost their homes or were in danger of losing
region. They have been at the shelter for two months. they have none, they stay where they can find them, and if they had a car, that also has been
shelter. They also look for work and schools taken from them.
Picture curtesy of MCC, Zaporizhzhya

At the Mennonite Family Centre
We have been focusing on our ongoing
programs and support for the various
agencies we work with.
As we receive
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specific requests for families or individuals
coming as refugees, we are able to help them
through our regular programs, or in some
cases, offer financial support for medical, or
other needs. It is so important at this time,
that we help where we can, but don’t neglect
the ongoing work, which not only provides
the much need help, but gives life and hope
and moral support for both staff and the
many clients. This includes the Home Care
program, the Day and Respite Program, and
work with children with special needs. (You
see the faint picture of some of the children
as a watermark below)
The economy is not good in Ukraine.
Many businesses have closed and the
currency, the Hgrevnia, continues to lose
value, some days dipping to 15:1 US dollar,

The boxes of clothing have arrived, and these are
Day Program clients, who all get to pick some
articles of clothing.
Picture curtesy of Nadia Nikattina of the
Mennonite Family Centre

Continue… At the Mennonite Family Centre
when it used to be as high as 5:1. That means
the price of everything you buy has gone up
dramatically. Electricity and heat has again
more than doubled in price, and they are not
sure there will be gas available for heating by
the end of the winter. And yet, the senior’s
pensions have continued, and there is food

and everything else to buy if you have money.
The people have a lot of faith, and say they can
survive, as long as they can live in peace.
As a response to some of the needs, we have
been gathering clothing in Winnipeg, to be
distributed by the Centre. Participating in
this program are the congregations at Bethel,

Sargent, and Springfield Heights Mennonite
Churches. About 1,600 lbs of clothing was
shipped by the middle of October and has
been received in time for the cold weather.
The cost of shipping is about $2.00/lb.

Support for local Initiatives
From the beginning of our ministry in
Ukraine, one aim has been to encourage local
people to be involved and to take initiative
to help themselves. Our own programs
now include a staff of 28 persons. They are
motivated and passionate about their work,
but the programs require our financial support.
We also support five agencies in their own
programs. These include:
The “Florence Centre” and “Promethius” in
their work with Children with special needs,
where we pay the rent and some salary costs.
“The House of Mercy” in Katusovka, where
we provide support for food costs for 10
widows.
A small clinic in Morosovka, where we pay
salary and heating costs

The
Respite
Centre
run by the Pentecostal
congregation, where we
provide the space, and
pay the utility costs, and
support food and salary
costs.
Our hope is that these
programs are examples to
others, who will also take
initiative to help themselves.

This picture comes from the Florence Centre, which is celebrating
the fifth anniversary of the Kangaroo Program. The celebration
included a forum for parents. The Director wrote: We think that the
main achievement of the “Kangaroo” program and the forum is that
the parents were reassured they are not alone. They have friends
who will help them to overcome their difficulties in life.
Picture courtesy of the Florence Centre.

Support for the Mennonite Family Centre
If you have supported this ministry recently,
we thank you for that support, and please
consider this an update. If you choose to

support it now, we also thank you in advance,
and assure you, these funds will be used
directly in the programs of the Mennonite

Family Centre and bring some comfort to
those in distress.




Yes, I want to help the needy in Ukraine! Use where most needed.

Name:___________________________________________________ Amount: $____________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________ City:__________________________________________________
Province/State:____________________________________________ Postal/Zip Code:________________________________________
Please note: Donations from the US are now administered in Winnipeg, Canada. However, receipts are issued from the Mennonite
Family Centre (USA) Inc.
In Canada, make cheques payable and send to:		

In the USA, make checks payable and send to:

Registered charity # 119244952 RR001			

Registered charity # 83-0361680

The Mennonite Benevolent Society		
The Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc.
Ukraine Ministry				Ukraine Ministry
1045 Concordia Ave.				
1045 Concordia Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7				
Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7
For information, contact Louie Sawatzky, Project Director, at the Canadian address above, or call (204) 253-3631, or email to lnsaw@mts.net . If
you no longer wish to receive this Newsletter, please advise as well.
Please check out the web site www.mennonitebenevolentsociety.org
Society, the Mennonite Family Centre in Ukraine, and how to donate on line.
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