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BEACON oƒ HOPE
To the Friends and Supporters of the Mennonite Family Centre in
Zaporizhzhya Ukraine
by Louie Sawatzky
- Project Director

Greetings and
best wishes from
our
wonderful
staff and clients
at the Mennonite
Family Centre in Zaporizhzhya.
This is a time of testing for

the many people of Ukraine. I
can only relate the stories of
hardship but also of courage
from my conversations with our
local Director, Boris Letkeman
and the staff, since I have
not traveled to Ukraine this
past year, not because it was
impossible to travel, but because

Conditions in Ukraine
The war in eastern Ukraine is now
in its second year. It began as a
protest to corruption and leadership
but quickly took a turn towards
confrontation, agitation, and loss of
Ukrainian territories of Crimea and
parts of eastern Ukraine, through
Mennonite Family Centre in Zaporizhzhya,
Ukraine
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on the elderly,
• t hat train service providers and caregivers,
and

• that demonstrate and promote the principles of
volunteerism, sustainability and a civil society.
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forces not anticipated. Currently
the war continues, with ever larger
armies and advances westwards
by pro-Russian forces. Casualties
continue to mount on both sides of
the conflict. Many men up to the age
of 55 have been enlisted. Many have
not returned home, and others arrive
home broken and damaged, having
lost limbs or maimed for life in other
ways. Although several attempts
have been made to achieve a cease
fire, no discussions have resulted in
any peace lasting more than hours.
The conflict continues moving from
the Lugansk and Donetsk Oblasts
further south and west.
Many
internally displaced people have
moved either west, further into
Ukraine, or further East into Russia.
This region has traditionally been
greatly influenced by the Russian
neighbor to the east and many
relatives are there. The fear is that

we have been reluctant to draw
additional (negative) attention
to the Centre during this time
of uncertainty and turmoil. Your
ongoing support and prayers
mean so much to these people, as
they struggle to understand why
it is that yet another period of
hardship is upon them.

the war may engulf Zaporizhzhya
and Dnepropetrovsk in time, but to
date there have just been fairly small
explosions and attempts to disrupt
day to day life.
The turmoil has resulted in massive
loss of employment as factories shut
down and inflation has resulted
in higher costs of all goods. The
currency has been devalued to up to
25:1 US dollar, when it used to be 5:1
five years ago.
The people however have gone from
fear and despair into survival mode,
and have grown closer in terms of
helping neighbors and refugees.
There is a resignation to their plight
which is so out of their control, but
there is also hope that times will
change. The winter was not as hard
this year, there have been good rains,
and the harvests and gardens are
doing very well. Local produce is
plentiful in the markets.

The Mennonite Family Centre
Work at the Centre continues
unabated. The needs of course
continue to grow, since everyone
is affected by growing costs, and
those living on pensions alone
struggle to exist. Just paying
for normal utilities within the
apartment or house have more
than tripled, and are now almost
equal to monthly pensions. There
has been no shortage of food, but
the people we serve find it hard to
buy any.
The Home Care program is
going very well. In the month
of May we had 122 clients. A
further 10 have passed away since
the beginning of the year. The
number of hours spent providing
care and travel time in May was
3,913 hours. Many of these clients
have nobody to provide the kind
of care we offer, and repeatedly
express their gratitude. Although
many are old and lonely, there are
also younger clients as the stories
below indicate.
It is important to remember that

not only do the clients receive the
help whether it is the Home Care,
the Respite care or the Day program,
or the children, but this is also an
example to others, and it changes
how people look at the concept of
doing something for themselves and
taking control.

Hope Bezrukova is 90 years. Her daughter
died in 2014. She is very lonely and has no
one else. It is very difficult to live mentally
and physically. Her daughter's girlfriend
sometimes visits, and our Assistant Marina
helps her around the House with bathing,
preparing food, cleaning and buys what she
needs and of course they talk about life. Hope is
very happy for this help and with Marina who
replaces her daughter. She is grateful to the
people of Canada for their understanding and
assistance and wishes everyone good health
and God's blessings.

Volodya Slesarenko (in bed) is 61years old.
He is bedridden after a stroke. His brother
Alexander is 51 years old and also disabled.
The brothers are not married. They are lonely
and our good-natured Larisa helps them a
lot. She talks with them, prepares food and
baths Volodya in bed. They are very happy
that they have this merciful sister. “When
Larisa appeared in our home we realized
that life is beautiful” say the brothers. “Your
organization and Larisa and people from
Canada are God's gift. I hope to convey
our gratitude to all participants of this
Great project. How good it is that there are
understanding and good natured people who
respond to the plight of those in need. I bow
my head before you, my dear friends. God's
blessings to you.”

House of Mercy in Katusovka

We continue to support other see the local initiative, and
groups who also look after the the young people who work
elderly. “The House of Mercy” in for small honorariums to
Katusovka has up to 9 widows. keep this program running.
They are dependent on donations They have a large garden
and help from wherever they can (several hectares) where they
find it. The small pensions of their grow strawberries and many
clients also help, but we support other vegetables which are used
them with monthly funds to cover and sold to generate revenue.
the food costs. It is gratifying to

Lilia Buss from Katusovka writes: Dear friends, we are
grateful for your support. We are grateful to God that we
are blessed through you. Right now we have 7 widows
with us. In the past 8 months we have buried 6 people. But
we always have the opportunity to help new seniors. In one
particular case, a widow had been so neglected following a
stroke that we had never seen such bedsores, and the hair
was so matted we simply had to cut it all off. She had no one
to help her. This was not an easy case, but we did our best.

Children with Special Needs
Several years ago, in a meeting
with a number of parents with
children with special needs, we
talked about programs they
could undertake to address their
common problems and concerns.
Out of this came “Promethius”,
a parent initiative for care for
children with special needs. Our
first support was the donations
that came during a special
Christmas concert in Winnipeg,
and we have continued to support
the program ever since. Here is
part of a special report from the
Director, “Angelica”.
“Children come in the morning
and stay the whole day, five days
a week. Despite the complex
diagnosis, children stay in the
Center without their parents.
Government
rehabilitation
centers do not take these children,
because they do not have selfhelp skills, and many do not

walk on their own. Children
who attend our Center, have the
following diagnosis - cerebral
palsy, autism, mental retardation,
delayed speech development,
Down syndrome. There are 36
children in "Prometheus”. We
do our best to help our children
develop well and be able to live
without the help of their relatives.
Akim. When we first met goal was to return Akim to his
Akim, it was a sad picture. He mother at the end of the day, alive
was two and a half. His diagnosis and without injuries! He couldn’t
was autism, attention deficit ask to use the toilet, couldn’t
hyperactivity
disorder.
His eat on his own, furthermore he
mother brought him to our Center didn’t care about food at all, he
and said, "He is not accepted didn’t talk. Today, this kid has all
anywhere. If you do not take him the skills of self-care, he is well
as well, I'll hang myself! "How socialized, he can talk, and he
could we say “no”? Hyperactivity entered the first grade of school.
was so strongly marked, that the And, what is very important, his
boy climbed all over the highest mother lives, enjoying life, going
surfaces: cabinets, tables, shelves, to work.
In the fall of 2015, another
radiators etc.
The first two weeks, our only 12 of our students, will go to
school. Three children have
cerebral palsy and nine are
autistic. Our greatest joy is that
one of the schools in the city
allocated three rooms for them.
15 of our children (despite the
fact that they live in different
parts of the city) will study at
the same school. Now our goal
is to help them integrate among
peers. This is a pilot project.
Our children are qualified for
individual studies. With the help
they have received, our children
now qualify for regular studies,
at a public school, along with
other children.

Support for the Mennonite Family Centre
If you have supported this
ministry recently, we thank you
for that support, and please
consider this an update and our

accountability to you. If you
choose to support it now, we also
thank you in advance, and assure
you, these funds will be used

directly in the programs of the
Mennonite Family Centre and
bring some comfort to those in
distress.

2014 - How the Funds were spent

As part of our accountability to is a breakdown
you, we want you to know how of the money
your donations were spent. The spent in 2014.
shift in the exchange rates (it Your prayers and
is now about 18 Hgrevnia to 1 support keep this
going,
Cdn dollar) has meant that our ministry
dollar buys more. As well, due and please know
to the instability in Ukraine, we that you are part
were unable to travel there in of God’s answer
2014, which reduced our costs. to the prayers of
Everyone knows there are costs our brothers and
to run a program, but what are sisters in need in
acceptable operating costs? Here Ukraine.

Direct Program Costs
107,544
Assistance to other organizations
17,093
9,550
Vehicle expenses
Bank and Money transfers
3,830
Accounting, Audit, Insurance, software
13,547
Administration and Travel
6,430
Fundraising and Special events
7,772
Total
165,766
Spent in Ukraine
134,270 = 81%
Spent in Canada
31,495 = 19%



 Yes, I want to help the needy in Ukraine! Use where most needed.

Name:________________________________ Address:______________________________________________
City:___________________________ Prov/State:_____________________ Postal/Zip code:________________

Amount of donation:	������������������������������������������������������������������������
Please note: Donations from the US will now be administered in Winnipeg, Canada.
However receipts will be issued from the Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc.

In Canada, make cheques payable and send to:		
In the USA, make checks payable and send to:
The Mennonite Benevolent Society		
The Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc.
Ukraine Ministry				Ukraine Ministry
1045 Concordia Ave.				
1045 Concordia Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7				
Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7
Registered charity # 119244952 RR0001		

Registered charity # 83-0361680

For information, contact Louie Sawatzky, Project Director, at the Canadian address above, or call (204) 253-3631 or
email to lnsaw@mts.net. If you no longer wish to receive this Newsletter, please advise as well.

Please check out the web site www.mennonitebenevolentsociety.org for more information about the Society, the
Mennonite Family Centre in Ukraine, and how to donate on line.

