
by Louie Sawatzky 
 - Project Director

Amid the chaos, hurt and 
sorrow in many parts of the 
world, we begin preparations 
to celebrate the birth of our 
Lord.  At the time of this 

writing, refugees from Syria, Afghanistan, and 
many other countries are on a trek to safer 
shores, hoping for safe haven.   There are calls 
for retaliation following the brutal attacks in 
Paris, and distrust of those not known to us.  
But then we hear the message of the Angels 
as they proclaim the arrival of the Prince of 

Peace.  “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace.”  It is this message that must guide 
our thoughts and actions as we follow the star, 
whether it is our response to the refugees 
seeking shelter, the response to the aggression, 
or responses to the needs around us.
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The work of the Mennonite Family Centre 
is focused on developing programs that 
offer real help to the people of Zaporizhzhya, 
Ukraine and encouraging local groups to see 
them as models of care that can be duplicated 
by other groups.  

The fighting in Ukraine has diminished 
somewhat but differences have not been 
resolved.  The country continues to struggle, 
leaving many casualties in the form of 
unemployment, inflation, poverty, and 
displacement.  The programs try to address 
the needs of the most vulnerable: the seniors 
and those often overlooked.  The cost of basic 
necessities such as food, electricity and water, 
medical supplies and warm clothing make life 
very difficult.  And with these physical needs 
comes loneliness and depression when life 
seems to have left them behind.

We know our Centre cannot eliminate the 
poverty of the seniors in this city of about 
800,000 people.  But with the staff of 30 local 
people (mostly women of faith) we bring 
comfort and hope and reassurance.  We do this 

when our Care Workers go 
into the homes of those who 
are lonely, in need of care and 
friendship.  We bring hope 
when we assist other local 
groups to organize responses 
to the needs around them.    
We bring hope and promote 
peace when we support 
programs for children with 
special needs and work 
toward full integration into 
the regular school programs.  
We bring comfort  when 
we send warm clothing for 
distribution to those who are 
cold. 

In the summer edition of 
this Newsletter, we talked 
more about the specific 
programs.  We see many 
signs of God working 
through the Mennonite 
Family Centre.  We see 
this in the eyes of the many 
clients, who thank us but 
also thank God daily for 
answers to their prayers.  
We see it in changes in 
attitudes toward children 
with special needs.  We 
see God working through 
the hearts of our own 
Care Providers who have 
developed a deep love and 
calling in their relationship 
with seniors and those in 
need.  

This picture is of Natasha Doylya, Program Coordinator of the 
Respite Centre with a client, who has had both legs amputated.  The 
Centre is now her home.  She says “We live here as in paradise” .  

Katerina and Victor Glususkyia live in a small apartment. 
Victor had a stroke and is paralysed on the left side and cannot 
care for himself.  Katerina also is limited in what she can do.  They 
receive Home Care several times a week.  Victor cannot speak but 
tries to convey his gratitude, but whenever he tries he can only sob 
his gratitude. They have one son in Poland and one in Moscow.

Mennonite Family Centre in Zaporizhzhya, Ukraine 

Our Mission:
To develop and initiate delivery of health and social services 
programs, based on Christian values from a Mennonite 
perspective, in the Zaporizhzhya community:

•  for needy individuals with a primary focus on the elderly,
•  that train service providers and caregivers, and
•  that demonstrate and promote the principles of volunteerism, 

sustainability and a civil society. 
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The work of the Mennonite Family Centre 
has grown over the past 14 years.  It began as 
a concept and is now an important program in 
the lives of so many people.  We are grateful 
for the support of many of you who have a 
heart for the people of Ukraine.  Again this 
year, we have met all expenses and are able 
to continue to expand the work of the Centre.  
Thank you.

If you have supported this ministry 
recently, we thank you for that support, 
and please consider this a Christmas 
greeting and our accountability to you.  If 
you choose to support it now, we also thank 
you in advance, and assure you, these funds 
will be used directly in the programs of the 
Mennonite Family Centre and bring some 
comfort to those in distress.

If you wish to consider an endowment, the 
Mennonite Foundation is very pleased to 
help you with that.  You can contact them 
at dzcornelsen@mennofoundation.ca, or at 
Mennonite Foundation, 12-1325 Markham 
Road, Winnipeg, MB, R3T 4J6.  Tel: 1-800-
772-3257

Support for the Mennonite Family Centre


 Yes, I want to help the needY In UkraIne! Use where most needed.

Name: __________________________________________________   Amount:  $ ___________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________   City: _________________________________________________

Province/State: ___________________________________________   Postal/Zip Code: _______________________________________

Please note:  Donations from the US are now administered in Winnipeg, Canada.  However, receipts are issued from the Mennonite 
Family Centre (USA) Inc.

In Canada, make cheques payable and send to:  In the USA, make checks payable and send to:
The Mennonite Benevolent Society  The Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc.
Ukraine Ministry    Ukraine Ministry
1045 Concordia Ave.    1045 Concordia Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7    Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7

Registered charity # 119244952 RR001   Registered charity # 83-0361680
For information, contact Louie Sawatzky, Project Director, at the Canadian address above, or call (204) 253-3631 or email to lnsaw@mts.net.  

If you no longer wish to receive this Newsletter, please advise as well.

Please check out the web site www.mennonitebenevolentsociety.org for more information about the Society, the Mennonite Family Centre in 
Ukraine, and how to donate on line.

Vladimir & Alexander are brothers in our Home Care program.  They 
receive help several times a week.  Vladimir to the left was the care provider 
for their mother and his brother, (who has psychological problems) until 
February, when their mother passed away, and Vladimir had a stroke.  It 
was when he was halfway through apartment renovations.  They were 
doing fine, but now he is paralysed on his left side, can’t work and the two 
brothers try to care for each other.   He is too young to receive a pension.

The Day Program is for those who can come into the Centre for one day 
a week.  These are two of the guests.  Socializing, singing and eating 
together are highlights, and because food costs are now so high, many 
clients struggle with food costs.   Everyone receives a loaf of bread to take 
with them when they leave in the afternoon. 


