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The work of
the
Mennonite
Family
Centre
continues
to
flourish. Although
Ukraine struggles with ongoing
fighting on the borders of the
Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts
in the eastern part of the country,
life goes on elsewhere. There
are continued threats that the
fighting will move further inland,
but for the past year, it has
remained fairly stationary, with
neither side giving way. There
are international observers during
the day, so it is quiet during the
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day but every night there are
small rocket, tanks and small
arms firing, and also casualties.
This means the war is never far
from anyone’s mind even though
you don’t hear much about it in
our news in Canada anymore.
Fear continues that the conflict
will escalate since both sides are
increasing their forces. The flow
of internally displaced persons
has stopped, since most people
from that region have moved out.
This area has become a virtual
wasteland.
The economy of
Ukraine also struggles with road
and bridge repairs left undone.
There is high unemployment and
many shops have closed. The very
high prices for goods and utilities
are part of everyday life. The local
currency, the Hgrevnia, has been
holding at about 25 to 1 US dollar.
But in the midst of this
uncertainty, there are rays of hope.
People work together more as
they are able, and more people are
turning to their faith.
At the Family Centre, the
staff tries to stay away from the
everyday concerns and stresses,
and focus on our priorities. The
work of the Centre is even more
important now than earlier. The
staff of about 30 persons, continue
to look after the needs of many

seniors, usually widows, and the
many other family needs they
encounter daily. The staff are
people of faith, who provide not
only physical help, but are also a
strong faith witness. In this issue
we share a few stories as reported
by our staff and the agencies the
Centre supports. These are stories
from individuals, which represent a
cross section of the people we serve.
They receive care and support, and
often spiritual care, that provide
comfort in their time of need. In
our own programs we have 135
Homecare clients, 6 beds for
Respite Care, and about 40 people
who are able to come to the Centre
one day a week. In the programs
we support is a clinic with about
35 clients, a Respite Centre for
seniors with 9 beds, programs for
children with special needs with
a total of about 50 children, and
then we have a number of special
individual cases.

Anna Boyko Alekseevna is in
our Day Program. She was born

in 1937 in the city of Poltava.
Her husband died in 1967. She is
retired and since 1965 has been
living in Zaporizhzhya.
Anna
has a daughter who is addicted
to alcohol, and does not help her
mother. Anna was working as an
electrician at a railway station for
25 years. Her total work experience
is over 45 years but her pension is

very small. It is very difficult to
survive on such a pension. Nobody
was helping her. She does not
have a Christian background but
she is very interested in God. She
really enjoys being at the Centre.
Together with others she is singing,
and praying.
She really wants
to be among believers before she
dies. She is very thankful for the

attention, for food which is provided
for breakfasts and lunches, and for
being needed by someone. “When
I am at the Centre, I even forget
about my daughter, and about the
pain that she is causing" Anna says.
She is very thankful for everyone
who support the Centre.

The Family Centre supports the House of
Mercy at Katusovka.
Here is a short report from
Natasha, one of the workers there.
The picture is of Vera, a client that
came to their Centre.

My name is Natasha, and I work
at the house of Mercy in Kutuzovka.
I would like to tell you about Vera,
who came to our Centre, from the
hospital in Tokmak. We thought
she was an old woman who looked
very neglected and had been
bedridden too long. Following
the death of her husband she had
looked for relief through alcohol
and through this, wound up in
this awful situation. She was thin,
undernourished and could not even
sit by herself. You could see from

her muscles that she had not been small Café, which made ice-cream
walking for some time. Her hair and she would often go there with
was so matted we had to cut it off. her friend. Later she lived in the
When I bathed her, I discovered the house where her friend Natasha
huge bedsores. Then I discovered had lived. When she mentioned
she was 57 years old, the same age the address, I was astonished since
as I am. I felt so sorry for her and that was the house where I grew
thought we had taken in someone up. “I am that Natasha”, I said.
for whom we would have a funeral We had both changed so much, we
soon.
did not recognize each other. We
Vera was very restless and embraced and cried for joy. “What
unhappy and cried a lot. Lilli, our happened to you” she asked, “to
leader felt sorry for us, who had end up here with these people in
to work with Vera. Whenever we this sect, even though you have
prayed, or sang hymns she would family and used to be so normal?”
put her hands over her ears. But I found this humorous and ironic,
God has his own plans. Several but asked her how she had come
months passed, and one day, I put into her situation. We had a lot of
everything
aside to spend
some
time
with her.
I
asked her to
tell me about
her life. She
was open to
this, and told
me about her
early
years.
In
Tokmak
there was a This picture shows Lilli Buss, around the table with some of the clients at the
House of Mercy in Katusovka..

catching up to do.
All the workers showed her a
lot of love and over time Vera
changed and regained her health,
and became a normal woman with
a will to live. She resolved the
differences between herself and her
daughter and other relatives. She
helped with the cleaning and with
other things. After some time,
she returned home where she lives
independently. She comes to visit
and we continue to pray that she
will become a child of God.

A big part of the program at the Respite Centre either in our Centre in Zaporizhzhya, or the
House of Mercy in Katusovka are the friendships and the social contacts clients have with each
other. Loneliness disappears when you confide in each other, sing together, pray together, and live
in community. Clients become family, and they thank God daily for this miracle they are now
part of.

The Prometey Centre
The Mennonite Family Centre
has been supporting the “Prometheus” program for Children
with Special needs for several
years. This has been very successful.
Right now they have about 40
children in their program and
are preparing many children for
the regular public school, which
previously was not available to

them. In the following photographs you can see the children of “The Prometey Centre”
which have become students at
the public school. There are 15
children now also attending the
public school. 12 of them are
children diagnosed with autism and the others have cerebral
palsy. Thanks to your support,
their dreams about school have

There are formal classes to prepare children for public school. Children eat
lunch together. They form a strong bond with each other, and learn many
social skills required at the public school and in life.

come true. Our students with
autism are happy, cheerful, communicative and friendly. Their
parents work and live a full life.
The parents and the Centre specialists thank for your support. from the staff at Prometey.

Support for the Mennonite Family Centre

I would like to highlight how one the immigration of 1925 and 26.
If you have supported this
Many years ago, Wanda became
Ukraine Ministry recently, we couple is supporting this Ministry.
a close friend of someone who came
thank you for this, and supply this
from Ukraine to look after an ailing
Newsletter as our accountability
Uncle in Winnipeg. Although this
to you.
woman returned to Ukraine, the
We have had another great year
friendship has been maintained.
at the Centre. Financially, we have
With this connection came a
been blessed, and again were able
strong interest in Ukraine and an
to cover all expenses. Again this
understanding of the plight of the
year, we were able to apply over
people living there.
Although
82% of donations directly to the
Wanda’s eyesight has become very
programs in Ukraine. The other
poor, she has been writing poetry to
18% were used in covering mailings,
Frank & Wanda Neufeld are express her feelings. First one, and
accounting and banking expenses,
retired and living in Concordia now a second book of poetry “As
other office expenses, and travel.
The Mennonite Benevolent Village in Winnipeg, preparing Sunset Nears”, has been published
Society went through a full CRA to celebrate 70 years of marriage. and is available. Again, as with
Audit this year, auditing the previous Frank had a career in Education, the first book, all proceeds beyond
two years. We are very pleased while Wanda was involved as a the cost of publishing, are directed
that the Audit was completed volunteer in various organizations to the Ukraine ministry of the
satisfactorily, with a number of while together they raised their Mennonite Benevolent Society.
At a cost of $20.00, we will send
suggestions but no follow-up by the children. Their interest in Ukraine
Government Audit team required.
began many years ago as children of you a copy of this book upon request.



 Yes, I want to help the needy in Ukraine! Use where most needed.
 I would like to order the book “As Sunset Nears” for $20.00. (No receipt will be issued for the cost of the book.)
Name:________________________________ Address:______________________________________________

City:___________________________ Prov/State:_____________________ Postal/Zip code:________________

Amount of donation:	������������������������������������������������������������������������
Please note: Donations from the US will now be administered in Winnipeg, Canada.
Receipts will be issued by the Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc. from Winnipeg.

In Canada, make cheques payable and send to:		
In the USA, make checks payable and send to:
The Mennonite Benevolent Society		
The Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc.
Ukraine Ministry				Ukraine Ministry
1045 Concordia Ave.				
1045 Concordia Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7				
Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7
Registered charity # 119244952 RR0001		

Registered charity # 83-0361680

For information, contact Louie Sawatzky, Project Director, at the Canadian address above, or call (204) 253-3631 or
email to lnsaw@mts.net. If you no longer wish to receive this Newsletter, please advise as well.

Please check out the web site www.mennonitebenevolentsociety.org for more information about the Society, the
Mennonite Family Centre in Ukraine, and how to donate on line.

