
by Louie Sawatzky 
 - Project Director

Greetings from the staff and the many clients 
of the Mennonite Family Centre.    I recently met 
with our staff at the Centre, and visited clients and 
partners, and am so pleased to report on the success 
of the many programs of the Centre which continue 

to respond to the needs of the elderly.   Clients become emotional as 
they express their gratitude, and tell us they thank God daily for the 
help they are receiving.

The war in Ukraine continues, although we hear little about it in 
our media.  The front lines reach many kilometers across eastern 
Ukraine, essentially cutting off the Luhansk and Donetsk regions 

and Crimea from the 
rest of Ukraine.   There 
are daily rocket and 
military tank strikes 
and military causalities 
on both sides of 
the conflict.  Many 
civilians (those who 
have not already left) 
are in constant danger.   
Villages have been 
decimated.  However 
away from the fighting 
everything appears to 
be normal with people 
going about their 
business.   When you 
look deeper, everyone 
is affected by the stress, 
the very poor economy, 
the high price of goods 
and the uncertain 
future.  In this setting, 
the Mennonite Family 
Centre continues to 
bring hope and very 
real help to the most 
vulnerable.
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The staff at the Centre (mostly women who work in Home Care), 
numbers 32 people.  These are people of faith and character and 
commitment. Many have been with our program for over 10 years and 
have a deep commitment to help those in need.  We are so fortunate in 
having strong local leadership.

Home Care, our biggest program, is so 
important for many people, especially 
widows, who are alone.  Without this help, 
they cannot exist.  We have about 145 
clients in home care, who receive help weekly 
depending on the specific need.  For many it 
is help in taking a bath, in food preparation, 
and in basic hygiene which includes cleaning.
The Respite program consists of 6 beds, where 
widows can stay for periods of time (and 
some until the end of their time) receiving 
physical and spiritual support.

Mennonite Family Centre in Zaporizhzhya, Ukraine 

Our Mission:

To develop and initiate delivery of health and social services 

programs, based on Christian values from a Mennonite 

perspective, in the Zaporizhzhya community:

•  for needy individuals with a primary focus on the elderly,

•  that train service providers and caregivers, and

•  that demonstrate and promote the principles of volunteerism, 

sustainability and a civil society. 
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Although our primary programs continue to relate to seniors, we also work with local groups 
who have programs directed towards the needs of families, particularly children with special 
needs. The children in the picture are part of a program called “Prometheus”.   They are just 
waking from their afternoon nap.   

This is a particular success story.  Since first opening four years ago, they now have 63 
children up to 7 years old, with 23 children who have been prepared and now qualify for public 
school.  “Prometheus” this year was recognized by the Ukrainian Parliament as having the best 
program for children 
with special needs in 
all of Ukraine.  It is 
seen as a model the 
government plans to 
implement in many 
areas.  The President’s 
wife has taken special 
interest, and is taking 
initiative.  



If you have supported this ministry recently, we thank you for 
that support, and please consider this a Christmas greeting and our 
accountability to you.  If you choose to support it now, we also thank 
you in advance, and assure you, these funds will be used directly in 
the programs of the Mennonite Family Centre and bring comfort 
to those in distress.  Financial and prayer support is so important 
to ongoing programs, and we invite you to participate in this work, 
in the land many of our ancestors called home.  It can be part of  

their legacy.

Support for the work of the Mennonite Family Centre

God has richly blessed the work of the Centre in all it’s 
programs.


 Yes, I want to help the needY In UkraIne! Use where most needed.

Name: __________________________________________________   Amount:  $ ___________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________   City: _________________________________________________

Province/State: ___________________________________________   Postal/Zip Code: _______________________________________

Please note:  Donations from the US are now administered in Winnipeg, Canada.  However, receipts are issued from the Mennonite 
Family Centre (USA) Inc.

In Canada, make cheques payable and send to:  In the USA, make checks payable and send to:
The Mennonite Benevolent Society  The Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc.
Ukraine Ministry    Ukraine Ministry
1045 Concordia Ave.    1045 Concordia Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7    Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7

Registered charity # 119244952 RR001   Registered charity # 83-0361680

If you do not wish to receive this Newsletter, have an address change or would like to contact us for any reason, you can reach us at 
louiesawatzky8@gmail.com or 204-253-3631, or visit our web page at www.mennonitebenevolentsociety.org.  

  Our aim is to continue to grow our effectiveness by partnering with 
local groups who share our values, enabling them to work at solutions 
to their problems. Through partnerships we enable and encourage local 
leadership development.   We, the staff, and the many clients thank 
God for ongoing protection and guidance in all the programs.

During this time of Christmas festivity, may we celebration the birth 
of the Son of God.   May we also share this good news with others, and 
pass on the blessings we have come to take for granted, with those less 
fortunate wherever they are.  You have the power to bring hope and 
comfort and be a special angel to someone. 

If you wish to consider an endowment, Abundance Canada 
(formerly the Mennonite Foundation of Canada) is very pleased 
to help you with that.  You can contact them at dzcornelsen@
abundance.ca , or at Abundance Canada, 12-1325 Markham 
Road, Winnipeg, MB, R3T 4J6.  Tel: 1-800-772-3257


