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BEACON oƒ HOPE
To the Friends and Supporters of The Mennonite Family Centre
of Zaporizhzhya, Ukraine
by Louie Sawatzky
- Project Director

Greetings from
the staff and the
many clients of
the
Mennonite
Family Centre. I
am always asked to pass on the
greetings of the clients, and the
gratitude they express for the
help received. Life in Ukraine
continues in the new state of
“normal”. This normal includes
the hardships of ongoing
poverty, the uncertainties of the

ongoing war in the east, the very
high unemployment and the
high prices resulting from the
poor economy. Although the
minimum wage was officially
almost doubled in January, there
were unexpected results. Rather
than giving employees a better
standard of living through
higher wages, many small
businesses closed and layoffs
resulted. Even the small booths
in the open-air market closed,
only to open again some time
later. Now they are “unofficial”,

paying no taxes, and rehiring
people at the old salary, much
below the new minimum wage.
But this is the reality.
The spring has been mixed
this year, with good rains, but
also frost after the early fruit
trees came into blossom. This
means most apricots and the
early cherries will not produce
fruit this year. Later fruit trees
were all right, and field crops
are coming along very well.

Changes in the leadership at the Centre.
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Our Mission:

To develop and initiate delivery of health and
social services programs, based on Christian
values from a Mennonite perspective, in the
Zaporizhzhya community:

• for needy individuals with a primary focus
on the elderly,
• that train service providers and caregivers,
and

• t hat demonstrate and promote the principles of
volunteerism, sustainability and a civil society.
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Boris Letkeman, our Director
who has led the programs of the
Mennonite Family Centre since

2002, was diagnosed with cancer
of the bladder, in May. It was
determined the tumor was quite
large and required surgery as quickly
as possible. Surgery was conducted
in early June, and Boris is now
recovering. His bladder and prostate
was removed and he will now go
into chemo therapy treatments. The
first prognosis is that the cancer has
not spread to other organs. Your
prayers of support are very much
appreciated during this time of
recovery and healing.
Boris Letkeman has served us
very well for 15 years, as Director

of the Mennonite Family Centre, grew up in the Zaporizhzhya area. He
with wisdom, compassion, and and his wife Camila have two sons,
competence. We trust he will 9 and 14 years old. They attend the
recover soon, and continue on as he New Hope church, a congregation
is able. We are deeply indebted to planted by John & Evelyn Wiens
who were sent by the MB Mission
him for his services.

Nadia Nikatiina continues in
her role as Home Care Program
Coordinator, which she has held
since 2008. She started with our
Home Care program as care provider
in 2002, so has been a key person in
seeing this program grow.
A year ago, in an effort to ensure
good succession, we hired two new
people to work with the current
leadership and learn all they could
from Boris and Nadia. I will
introduce them here briefly:

Meet Sergey Butyrin. Sergey is
now the Acting Director of the
Centre while Boris recovers, and will
take the full responsibility. Sergey

Board about 10 years ago. This is a
thriving congregation, where Sergey
is active, and volunteers in a program
for teenagers and troubled families.
He has studied at a Baptist College.
Sergey has been working with Boris
for the past year with the intent of
learning all about our organization,
the various programs, and developing
relationships with our partners and
Government, with the intent of
taking over from Boris when needed.
Sergey has been studying English
this year and we can now begin
to communicate in English in our
Skype calls. In his spare time, Sergey
enjoys fishing. Sergey says he enjoys
the work very much, and every day
he comes to work in a good mood.

Meet Tanya Tymoshenko. Tanya
joined our staff in September of last
year, to work closely with Nadia, our
Program Coordinator for Home
Care and the Day program. She is
learning all about the work, and has
also been assigned several Home
Care clients. Tanya and her husband
Vladimir have lived in Zaporizhzhya
for many years. She was born in a
village near the Sea of Asov, has

studied in a medical College, and is
qualified as a “Feltcher” (what we call
a nurse practitioner). She would need
to write the final exam to receive that
status. Tanya worked as an assistant
to a Cardiologist for many years,
and has worked with Nadia in the
same hospital. She will be ready to
take on Coordinator responsibilities
whenever that is needed. She says the
greatest reward is the knowledge that
her work has value and that she is
helping people. Tanya is also learning
English so we can communicate.

Meet Sofia Mironenko, who
has taken over as the Program
Coordinator for the Respite Centre.
Sofia was born and lived in Russia
for many years, working as an
engineer. She came to Zaporizhzhya
in 1999. She attends the Word of
Life evangelical church, and has
been one of our care providers in the
Homecare program for 13 years.
The Respite program is run by
the Pentecostal Church with our
support. Natasha Dolya, who was
the Program Coordinator has now
moved to Canada.
We have been very blessed to have
dedicated, qualified people of faith in
the various programs, willing to take
on leadership positions.

Clients and Programs
Since most of our work is program
based, the daily work goes on as we
adapt to changes. The Home Care
program is the largest of the programs
and we devote around 3,200 hours
of care each month to this program.
Most of the clients are widows who
live in apartments; others live in
small houses. We have three clients
who now live permanently in the
hospital, due to severe diabetes and
the need for dialysis. A Homecare
worker, Svetlana goes to the hospital
three times a week to bring food and
supplies, which patients are expected
to supply themselves when staying in
the hospital.

This is Vera Kutuzova with Nadia,
our Program Coordinator. Vera is 55
years old, a Christian woman who
has been on dialysis for 10 years. She
has been in hospital now for 17 years.
She has no family. Her mother, her
son, and her daughter have all passed
away.
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Budko

(pictured
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Tanya) is 36 years old and has also
been on dialysis for 10 years, and
also has diabetes mellitus. She has
lived at the hospital for the past 6
years.

Lena Gontarenko is 42 years
old. She has no family, has diabetes
mellitus and is on dialysis. She is also
blind. She has been in the hospital
now for 16 years.
These three situations are not our
typical clients, but they are three
people who had no one able to help.
They all came from the country,
with no relatives or friends nearby.
We responded to their need, and
when you see them you also see the
gratitude on their faces. The visits
are the highlights in their lives.

This is Alexandra Kulish, 62, and
her son Vitalik 44 years old. Both are
disabled. They lived in Crimea until
they moved to Zaporizhzhya. Until

recently, Aleksandra was able to
walk, but one day she did not return
home. When her son finally found
her, she was in a hospital at the other
side of the city. She had fallen, had a
fractured hip, and did not remember
where she lived. He was told to take
her home, and since he had no money,
the social services brought her to
their apartment and left her on the
floor outside the apartment. When
our Centre was called, she was lying
on a decaying sofa, with terrible open
sores. The care providers cleaned the
apartment, provided a hospital bed,
and Alexandra and Vitalik became
clients of the Home Care program.

How do you place a value on the
work at the Centre? Every person
has value, and needs to feel valued
and loved. The Day Program at the
Centre is a place where people can
socialize, meditate, read and have
bible study and sing hymns with
others who understand and are in
the same situations.
Some Day clients can come on
their own, but most of them are
picked up in the morning, and
taken back home at the end of the
day. Every day there is a new group.

Some are blind, some can’t walk well,
many are lonely, and all of them
struggle with poverty. The Centre
is a place where they feel welcome.
They freely express their gratitude to
our staff, and most of all to God for
the help receive.
Other Programs
The aim of the Mennonite Family
Centre is to encourage local projects,
run by local people, which meet the
needs of the poor and vulnerable
people in Ukraine, with the hope
that they can be replicated and one

day be self-supporting. For this
reason, we support various other
groups and programs, including:
a) The Kangaroo program for

children with special needs at
the “Florence Centre”, including
an integrative concert for all
children,
b) “Prometheus” a program for
children with special needs, run
by a parent association,
c) “The House of Mercy”, a widows
Centre in Katusovka, with up to
10 widows,
d) A small clinic in Morosovka

Support for the Mennonite Family Centre
If you have supported the
programs recently, we thank
you. Please see this newsletter as
our accountability to you in how
your money is spent. The various
programs go on every day, and we
can give only a small snapshot of the

many clients in the various programs. those most vulnerable in the country
The Mennonite Benevolent Society of Ukraine which was home to
has been sponsoring the work of many of our Mennonite ancestors.
the Centre for 15 years and we The effectiveness is not measured in
believe we are being true to our terms of a return on the investment,
vision of being a beacon of light, but rather in how the lives of the
and providing much needed care to many clients are changed.


 Yes, I want to help the needy in Ukraine! Use where most needed.
Name:________________________________ Address:______________________________________________

City:___________________________ Prov/State:_____________________ Postal/Zip code:________________

Amount of donation:	������������������������������������������������������������������������
Please note: Donations from the US will now be administered in Winnipeg, Canada.
Receipts will be issued by the Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc. from Winnipeg.

In Canada, make cheques payable and send to:		
In the USA, make checks payable and send to:
The Mennonite Benevolent Society		
The Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc.
Ukraine Ministry				Ukraine Ministry
1045 Concordia Ave.				
1045 Concordia Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7				
Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7
Registered charity # 119244952 RR0001		

Registered charity # 83-0361680

For information, contact Louie Sawatzky, Project Director, at the Canadian address above, or call (204) 253-3631 or
email to louiesawatzky8@gmail.com. If you no longer wish to receive this Newsletter, please advise as well.

Please check out the web site www.mennonitebenevolentsociety.org for more information about the Society, the
Mennonite Family Centre in Ukraine, and how to donate on line.

