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The work at the Mennonite Family Centre in Zaporizhzhya is going very well. It has been
another good year, and we are grateful that in spite of the various events going on around
us, we have not experienced any crisis or hardship at the Centre to interrupt the efforts. We
continue to experience the power of God’s presence and the difference the various programs
are making in the lives of the many clients and families we come in contact with. The
biggest program continues to be the Home Care program, where help is given to those in need so they can
remain in their apartment. Many clients have had professional careers, but when they can no longer work,
or when their health fails, they fall into poverty.
I am often asked about how many “Mennonites” remain in Ukraine. That is hard to answer, since there
are very few people that can be identified as having a traditional Mennonite name. There are some who
talk about a grandmother being a Loewen or Warkentin, or other traditional Mennonite name, but there
are also those who have accepted the Mennonite faith in the newly formed Mennonite churches, of which
there are at least 7 or 8. They are Mennonites. In our programs, we do not ask about Mennonite heritage,
or other denomination affiliations but rather consider the needs of the person.
How better to explain our work than through pictures and personal stories. There are up to 140 Home
Care clients and 40 Day program clients, 6 Respite beds, besides all the children in the various programs.
We can feature just a few short stories as example of people who continue to see our help as an answer to
prayer. The lives of some clients are a little unusual, since they don’t always live on their own. Some clients
actually live in a hospital room, where they receive essential care, but many times need to provide their own
food and medicine, and who struggle with loneliness. We have taken on a number of clients who have lived
in the hospital for many years, but who need some help.

Svetlana Pochtivaya lives and is being treated in a regional hospital. She is 70
years old. She was born in the city of Rivne and moved to the Zaporizhzhya
region in 1996. She was an economist. She worked, got married and
everything was fine, but in 1968 she was diagnosed with a kidney disease.
She was undergoing treatment to restore kidney function, but since 2003 has
been on dialysis. There are no children. When her husband left she was left
alone. There is only one cousin. Svetlana has lived in the hospital for 5 years.
She also has a neck fracture and cannot walk so she moves in a wheelchair.
Svetlana has been in the Home care program since 2018.

Lyudmila Nazarenko is 65 years old. Lyudmila was born and lived in the
Zaporozhzhye region. She graduated from the medical university as a
pharmacist and worked in a pharmacy. She married and had two daughters.
In 1998, her kidneys stopped functioning and since 2001 Lyudmila has been
on dialysis. She has trouble walking and gets around with the use of a cane.
Lyudmila lives in the hospital and only on weekends her relatives take her
home. Lyudmila is a client of the home care program since 2018.

Lilya Ryaboshapka is 85 years old. She was born in Ukraine. During the
second world war the family was evacuated to the Sverdlovsk region of Russia.
She later returned to Ukraine, graduated from the university and worked
as a teacher of history and literature. She lives alone. Due to cataracts, her
eyesight is poor, and after falling, resulting in a broken leg, walks with the
help of a crutch. In 1993 she says she came to God. Lilya has been a client of
the Day program for 10 years coming to the Centre one day per week. Lily
writes poetry. Here is one verse of her translated poems:
What is our life without God and his love?
Broken road, cobblestones and stumps.
It goes, dodges ... And what is ahead?
Nobody knows and do not expect the best ..

Dina Khvostenko is 80 years old. She was born and lives in the village of
Kushugum. She has worked in various jobs for more than 40 years. There was
a husband and a son. When her son was 17 years old, he fell under a train and
became disabled and at 39 years old, he died. When her husband also passed
away, Dina was left alone. In 1982 she says she repented and came to God.
Dina goes to the Baptist Church. She became a client of the "Day Program"
two years ago and comes to the Centre one day per week for companionship,
singing and bible study.

Nina Plachova is blind. She is 79 years old. Nina was born in Russia and
attended a school for the blind. In 1959 she moved to Ukraine where she
worked, got married, and had two children, a son and a daughter. The
children grew up and left. The daughter now lives in Russia and the son in
Poland. They come to visit once a year so Nina lives alone. She says she came
to God in 2008 and attends a Baptist church. For 8 years, Nina was a client
of the day program coming to the Centre one day per week. Now she is weak
and since 2018 has become a client of the Home Care program where she
receives regular home care visits.

We also help individual families when they contact us and are in a crisis and have no other place to go. One such
family lives in the village of Bolashovka, which is a distance from Zaporizhzhya. We were first notified of this
family’s situation by the Pastor of the Mennonite church in the next village of Balkowoje.
This picture shows Boris, Director of the Mennonite Family Centre, with a
single parent family where Mom, Yulia Larina, is raising three children on
her own. She is currently unemployed, since there are few opportunities in
the village. She lives in a former Mennonite home, shown in the background.
The oldest child, Angelina, (not shown on the picture), is 14 Viktoriya is 9
and her son Evgeny is 8 years old.
Because Mom is currently unemployed, they live in poverty. We have been
helping them from time to time for the past 4 years with food and clothing
(sent from collected clothing from Winnipeg). With this help, the children
can go to school like all the other village children and are doing well. They
feel God’s blessing and pray for employment. Mom and the children attend
the small Mennonite church in Balkowoje. They always look forward to the
next visit.

Our Centre supports two separate programs for children with special needs. These are run by local organizations,
formed with our support, in the past 10 years. The one program is called “Prometheus” and is run by a combination
of parents and professionals, many of whom volunteer part of their time, and also practicum students from the
University. They have well over 120 children in the program. The other is run by “The Florence Centre” celebrating
a 10th anniversary this year. Both programs work with children who have been diagnosed as having special needs
and include children with various levels of autism, downs syndrome, and various other physical conditions. Some are
completely non-verbal when they first come. The aim of the program is to prepare these children for grade one and
acceptance in the public school. These pictures show them in their own sessions, and also in a special event referred
to as an integrative concert, where children within these two programs as well as children from the public school
come together for an afternoon of singing and dancing performances for parents and the public. This has proven to
be a powerful event, removing the barriers often there between the groups of children. This event is working toward
changes in attitudes in the Ukrainian community.

Changes in Ukraine

This year has brought some changes to Ukraine. Spring has followed a relatively mild winter, and began
with gentle spring rains, which have been unusual in south east Ukraine in the past few years. The various
winter crops came through the winter in good condition, and the early spring rains have created the
possibility of above average crops. Harvesting of winter wheat will begin by the end of June.
The elections of the President happened in March, and the newly elected President, Volodymyr Zelensky
has very strong support. Although he has little political experience, his popularity is due to his television
show, where he plays the part of a high school teacher, who runs for the presidency, and wins the heart
of the people with his progressive policies. This exposure has resulted in his popularity with the people
of Ukraine. He is slowly rolling out his political policies, which continue Ukraine’s path to stronger
relationships with Europe, anti-corruption, and toward peaceful resolution of the conflict which continues
in eastern Ukraine. Further elections for members of parliament will take place in July, where this new
party hopes to elect a strong compliment of members to support the new President.

Support for the work of the Mennonite Family Centre
How have funds been used in 2018?
Total Canadian expenses, $31,412.00 = 15.4%

(this includes administration, accounting, audits, insurance, communications and fundraising, travel, and honorarium)

Total Ukraine Expenses

$172,479.00 = 84.6%

(this includes Administration, bank charges and taxes, the Home Care, the Day Program, the Respite Centre, support
for other agencies, special programs, and misc.)

Total Expenses

$203,891.00 = 100%

The work of the Mennonite Family Centre goes on throughout the year. Besides the programs described
above, our Centre reaches out to many other individuals and groups who come to us for help. We continue
to be greatly blessed as we try to be there for so many people in their time of need. I convey to you the
gratitude expressed to me by the many clients and by our staff, for the support. This ministry reaches many
people in a very real way. It is seen by many as the hand of God.

As always, we invite you to share in this work through your prayers and donations, which make this
possible. If you have made a recent donation, we thank you for that, and please see this Newsletter as
our accountability in reporting to you.



(Cut and submit, or simply send your cheque in the envelope enclosed)

 Yes, I want to help the needy in Ukraine! Use where most needed.
Name:_____________________________________________________Amount: $	�������������������������������������������

Address:___________________________________________________City:	������������������������������������������������
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Please note: Donations from the US are administered in Winnipeg, Canada.
Receipts are issued from the Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc.

In Canada, make cheques payable and send to:		
In the USA, make checks payable and send to:
The Mennonite Benevolent Society		
The Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc.
Ukraine Ministry				Ukraine Ministry
1045 Concordia Ave.				
1045 Concordia Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7				
Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7
Registered charity # 119244952 RR001			

Registered charity # 83-0361680

If you do not wish to receive this Newsletter, have an address change or would like to contact us for any reason, you can reach us at louiesawatzky8@gmail.com or
204-253-3631, or visit our web page at www.mennonitebenevolentsociety.org.

