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BEACON oƒ HOPE
Mennonite Family Centre – Ukraine
by Louie Sawatzky
Project Director

The work of the Mennonite Family Centre in Ukraine is going very well. I bring greetings to you from
our staff and the many clients of the Centre. They take every opportunity to convey their gratitude and I
pass on Christmas greetings and heartfelt thanks.
The people we serve through the various programs are the vulnerable. Many are widows who live in poverty and loneliness.
They tell me the help they are receiving is more than physical help but is also emotional and spiritual help. Every
Home Care visit, or Day Program visit tells them that someone cares. They tell me this is so much more help than any
medication, and they are grateful to God. When the Day clients arrive at the Centre, they spend some time in singing
and praying together. When I visit, and arrive at the Centre in the morning, it is heartwarming and not unusual to hear
the women singing hymns that are familiar to me.
In September, I visited the Centre and some of the Home Care clients in their homes. This is an opportunity to see
firsthand, how the help our Home Care workers provide is received, and whether it is meeting the needs. Our programs
provide comfort care, such as helping the client with a bath, buying groceries, preparing food, cleaning the apartment,
providing some exercise and doing laundry. And of course, it also includes social interaction, which is meant to address
some of the loneliness. This is what is appreciated so much. It is sometimes hard for us to understand what it means to
not have anyone available to help, and not be able to leave the apartment for years on end. For many clients, this is their
reality. Some clients have had a full professional career but when poor health and loneliness take over, the physical needs
are the same for everyone. For many clients this time of life is also a time to prepare for death. About 20% of our clients
pass away every year. Our Care Providers, who are women of faith, help so many go through this time of preparation.
They see this as a sacred privilege.
This is one group of Day Program Clients. We
pick them up at their apartments for a day at
the Centre.
There are 8 people a day, with a different group
every day. They form close friendships and each
group is like a support group for each other.

This is Raisa Yakhneva, who at 68 years old, lives alone with no family. She worked as a
Secretary with a Jewish organization called HESED. Then she suffered several strokes, and
has trouble walking. For several months, she was in our Respite Centre to recover, and then
moved back to her apartment as a client of the Home Care program. She is a member of the
Pentecostal church. She proudly showed me her worn Bible, and the degree in Theology she
earned as an adult.

Conditions in Ukraine

Uncertainty continues within the country after the elections this past summer and fall, which resulted in a new President
and mostly new members of Parliament. Many new laws have been enacted but there is dissatisfaction regarding laws
that pertain to the regions where the war has been ongoing for five years. Again there are demonstrations in Kiev and
other larger cities. The front line has not changed over that time, but the conflict ebbs and flows and casualties continue
weekly. Politics is complicated. People trust that peace will come, but at what cost?
The country is also going through a period of inflation. The small pensions just don’t go far enough, and it is hard to cover
the cost of living.

Discovery of Mennonite Headstones

In July of this year, when an old warehouse built in the mid-thirties was demolished,
they found many Mennonite headstones taken from a Mennonite Cemetery in the
Chortitza/Rosental villages on the banks of the Dniepro River. This area is now
part of the City of Zaporizhzhya. These headstones were used as material in the
foundation of the building. Some are in good condition; others are broken in pieces. 86
names have been identified on these stones. The destruction of this cemetery was part
of an attempt to destroy anything related to the Mennonite (and German) era, by the
Soviet Administration at the time. These stones have now been taken and secured
by the Museum on the Island of Chortitza, but no decisions have yet been made as
to what to do with them. The Director of the Museum is very interested in using the
stones in a memorial that would tell the story of the Mennonites who once lived in the
area, and to honour those represented by these headstones. For more information or to
contribute specifically to the construction of a memorial, please contact us through the
contact information at the end of this page. (Since this kind of project is not a mandate
of our charity, we cannot issue receipts for these designated contributions.)

Support for the programs of the Mennonite Family Centre

We invite you to be part of this Ukraine Ministry. If you have made a contribution recently, we thank you. This ministry
consists of ongoing programs, and monthly costs are about $17,500.00, with most of the costs incurred in Ukraine. We
appreciate and are dependent on ongoing support.
The Ukraine Ministry is a program of the Mennonite Benevolent Society of Winnipeg. The Mennonite Family Centre is
a registered charity in Ukraine since 2002, and acts as an agent of the Mennonite Benevolent Society in carrying out the
program. We are grateful for God’s continued presence and guidance with our employees and the many clients.

From all of the staff of the Mennonite Family Centre, and from the Board of the Mennonite Benevolent Society, we wish
you Blessings and Joy this Christmas Season, and the year to come.



(Cut and submit, or simply send your cheque in the envelope enclosed)

 Yes, I want to help the needy in Ukraine! Use where most needed.
Name:_____________________________________________________Amount: $	����������������������������������������

Address:___________________________________________________City:______________________________________________
Prov/State:_________________________________________________Postal/Zip code:	������������������������������������

Please note: Donations from the US are administered in Winnipeg, Canada.
Receipts are issued by the Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc.

In Canada, make cheques payable and send to:		
In the USA, make checks payable and send to:
The Mennonite Benevolent Society		
The Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc.
Ukraine Ministry				Ukraine Ministry
1045 Concordia Ave.				
1045 Concordia Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7				
Winnipeg, MB R2K 3S7
Registered charity # 119244952 RR0001		

Registered charity # 83-0361680

If you do not wish to receive this Newsletter, have an address change or would like to contact us for any reason, you can reach us at
louiesawatzky8@gmail.com or 204-253-3631, or visit our web page at www.mennonitebenevolentsociety.org.

