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Report of the Work of the Mennonite Family Centre, Zaporizhzhya, Ukraine
by Louie Sawatzky
Project Director
Greetings from the many clients and the staff of the Mennonite Family Centre in Zaporizhzhya
and the Mennonite Benevolent Society. The past 6 months have been marked by the continuation of
the pandemic across the globe. However, the response and consequences have differed by countries.
Ukraine has been hard hit, and many people have died. Hospitals have been overwhelmed, and many
people have never been tested for the virus, but simply tried to deal with it, when they fell ill. There
have been periods of strict health restrictions similar to other countries, and as cases fell, the restrictions were loosened.
And there were periods of time when we needed to close some programs. However, right now most of Ukraine is
listed as being in the green zone. It appears the virus is easing, and all programs are back to normal.
The spring season has been abnormally wet and cool in Ukraine, a departure from the past 10 years. That means
the winter crops are looking very good, and although gardens are late, there is plenty of moisture. The wheat harvest
usually begins in early June.
The main programs of the Family Centre continue to be the Home Care program, with about 140 clients during
the course of a year. As older clients pass away, new clients eagerly become part of the program. When a new enquiry
is received, our Program Coordinator does a needs assessment to determine the clients’ needs before we make a
commitment. The size of the program remains at about 3,100 hours of actual Home Care per month. The staffing is
maintained accordingly. The Day Program is also such an important program for people who can come to the Centre.
Each day brings 7 or 8 clients (mostly widows) for a day of interaction with others, for singing and bible study, eating
together and just to share stories with others. This is a highlight in their lives. The Respite Program continues with up
to 6 clients receiving 24 hour per day care. These clients live together as their own “family”; they have all their meals
together, and spend all their time together. Two clients have passed away in the past 6 months with one having passed
her 100th birthday. We are grateful to be working with the Pentecostal congregation to administer this program.
We continue to support three other programs for seniors and for children with special needs. They are successful
local programs run by local people. Together with our own programs, the impact is very considerable.
It has been a challenging year, but we are grateful for protection and God’s continued blessing on these programs.
The work of the Family Centre is carried out by local people and we continue to believe this is the best way these
programs can meet the needs of the people.

Report from Boris Letkeman, the Director of the Centre in Zaporizhzhya:
The work at the Family Centre is going very well. We currently
have 21 Home Care workers, 4 Day Program workers and 3 persons in
Administration at the Centre for a total of 28 employees. We have been
blessed with just a few covid19 infections among staff and clients. We
try to maintain all health precautions. The Centre continues to provide
much needed help to the many clients, who pass on their greetings, and
their gratitude to those who make this possible.
During the past year, the economy of Ukraine has again fallen. When President
Zelensky became President two years ago, he promised many good things for the people
of Ukraine. But time passes and most promises remain unfulfilled. People no longer
trust the government and are losing hope for the future. The Government does not
seem to want to change. The people who have been so sick for long periods of time
don’t receive any help and have trouble looking after their families. The economy is weak
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and inflation is high. In the news they tell us inflation is 4% but the number is much higher. Here are some price
comparisons of food and utilities.
Bread per loaf
Meat (the cheapest)per kilogram
Flour 5 kg
Sugar
Cooking oil
Transportation by bus
Natural gas

The end of 2020
12 Hryvnia
85
52
13
26
4-6
7

Today
18 Hryvnia
110
75
25
52
8-10
12

Prices for electricity has doubled, and so on. This situation is also combined with the corona virus. Ukraine is one
of the last countries in the world to receive vaccines. In April 400 to 500 people died every day. Today this is much
better. The third wave has passed and we are now in the green zone. Many people did not get tested when they
showed symptoms of covid19. Very quickly after it began, hospitals filled, and could no longer accept new patients.
There were many restrictions regarding traveling within the city, and the market and many places were closed. People
suffered at home and many died. Now many people have had covid19 and have some immunity. Now everything is
moving back to normal. It is very hard especially for old people but we pray and rely on God. He will not leave us
without his care.

Client Stories

The Home care clients are much more than numbers and it is important to see each client as a unique person. Here
are a few more personal stories of Home Care clients to give you a more personal understanding of the kind needs
the Centre is responding to.
Alexander Maksimovich Khorunzhiy is 82 years old, and his
wife Nadezhda Ivanovna Khorunzhiy is 81 years old. Several years
ago, they lived in the Donetsk region (which is in eastern Ukraine
where the war continues.) When the war broke out they lost their
home in an explosion during the shelling. They were forced to leave
everything. They came west to live in Zaporizhzhya. They have
no children and live alone, and have no one to help. This has been
very hard for them. Alexander worked as a miner, and his wife
worked at a construction site. Alexander has trouble walking, and
Nadezhda suffers from diabetes, has suffered a stroke, and walks
with difficulty. She also contracted Covid. They are now slowly
recovering. They say it’s a miracle that they survived the bombing
and all the hardships of life. They thank God for this and believe in
him. They are very grateful for the help provided.
This is Ida Yakovlevna Antonyuk who is 92 years old. She is blind and has cancer.
A few years ago she fell and broke her hip, so she cannot walk. All her life she worked
in the teaching profession as a primary school teacher and the head of a kindergarten.
She lives with her daughter, who is now unable to take care of her mother because she
also broke her leg. Our assistant comes to these women providing home care and they
gratefully accept help.

Antonina Florenskaya Ivanovna is 91 years old, living alone and also has
poor eyesight and hearing. She has difficulty walking and cannot leave her
apartment. She worked as a teacher in college, teaching literature and language,
she loves to read and collects various interesting articles from the newspapers.
She treats others with respect and always thanks those who help her for taking
care of her. She is on a small pension, and with this help is able to maintain her
independence.

The Care Providers in the Home Care Program

We are sometimes asked about the employees of the Mennonite Family Centre.
All employees are local people who grew up in Ukraine or somewhere in the
former Soviet Union. They come from various backgrounds and experiences
and have different church affiliations. For the most part, they are women of faith. They have come to this work for
various reasons, and usually are referred by a friend or their church. It is an opportunity to earn an income, but for
many it is much more. This is at the end of a career for many, so they already receive a small government pension.
But they also know the plight of the seniors, particularly the needs of the many widows and how much they need help.
Our programs allow them to participate in an organized way to help their own people. I would love to introduce you
to the whole staff, but here we feature just two current employees as interviewed by Tanya Tymoshenko, our Assistant
Program Coordinator.
Meet Nadezhda Bykovchenko. She is 67 years old. She has worked in the
Home Care program for many years. Nadezhda was born, raised and studied in
the city of Tokmak. (A small city south east of Zaporizhzhya.) She graduated
from music school, plays the piano and worked in an elementary school with
children. Nadezhda got married, had two sons and moved to Zaporizhzhya.
For many years she worked on a crane at a factory. It was hard work. In 2007
she came to work at the Mennonite Family Center. She started work as a cook
in the Respite Centre, and then moved on to work as a caregiver. The work is
hard, but Nadezhda enjoys it, and clients respect and appreciate her work. In
November 2020, misfortune came to her family - the whole family fell ill with
Covid19 and everyone had complications - pneumonia. Her husband could
not cope with this disease, and died. Nadezhda continues to work with clients
and at present her work is an outlet not to think about bad things and replace
sadness with helping people.
Meet Irina Petrova. She is 59 years old. Irina has been working with us,
since 2018. Irina was born and raised in Zaporizhzhya. She was a food
preparation technologist for restaurants and cafes. She got married and went
to live in Gagra, Abkhazia (once part of Georgia and the Soviet Union).
They were happy starting their married life, but 8 years into their marriage,
she and her husband were in a car accident and her husband was killed.
Irina had many injuries, and her head and eyes were badly damaged. Irina
returned to Zaporizhzhya to live with her parents. She continued to work in
her profession. Later she remarried but they have no children. Irina attends
the Orthodox Church. She says she enjoys her work. It is important for her
to help people, because she understands what it is like when a person needs
physical help, when there is no one to help. She says this is a mission for
her. Irina is very interested in Mennonite history, enjoys reading Mennonite
literature and loves Mennonite architecture. She said her father studied in a
technical school located in a building once owned by Abram Kopp, and was in the first graduating class. Irina’s clients
appreciate her work very much and she looks forward to the future.

An update on the Headstone Project

The “headstone project” came about when many
headstones taken from a former Mennonite cemetery were
found during the demolition of an old local warehouse. They
had been used in forming the foundation of this building.
The local National Museum on the Island of Chortitza
became involved when the discovery was made, and we were
notified. As a response, an informal committee was formed
here in Winnipeg, consisting of representatives of various
organizations working in Ukraine and other interested
parties. The committee determined it would be right to
honour the people represented by these stones, and the many
others who are buried somewhere, where the headstones
were removed and the cemetery desecrated. The museum
took the lead on this, and our committee agreed to consult
and do the fund raising to cover the cost. This project has
now been completed as shown on the picture. It consists of
a display of 15 of stones that have been refurbished, along
with a story board telling the story, all displayed around a
large rock with a large anchor, the symbol often used by the
Mennonites. Two benches are now also installed alongside
the path leading to the display, as a reflection area for those who come to visit this site. It tells the story of what has happened. This
site is on the Island of Chortitza under the authority of the National Museum who will maintain the site. It will be open to the
public following an official opening on June 17th. We hope it will be a stopping point for many local people and others who travel
to Ukraine to look for their Mennonite heritage. We thank all who contributed to this special project through participation on the
committee and through donations. A list of names from all the stones recovered is available to anyone interested.

Support for the Mennonite Family Centre

The work of the Mennonite Family Centre is ongoing, and is dependent on the ongoing support of interested persons. The year
2022 will mark 20 years of continuous service and witness in the City of Zaporizhzhya. This is a significant milestone and has been
possible only due to the support of so many of you. We thank you.
We make every effort to keep the Administration and overhead costs as low as possible. The total expenses for 2020 were
$200,820.00, and we needed to draw on our sustaining fund for about $20,000.00 to cover all expenses. Although this is a relatively
small budget, the impact is great. We continue to believe this is a very worthy effort to honour the memory of our ancestors and
brings relief to so many seniors living in Zaporizhzhya. We again invite you to participate in this ministry in Ukraine.



(Cut and submit, or simply send your cheque in the envelope enclosed)

 Yes, I want to help the needy in Ukraine! Use where most needed.
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Please note: Donations from the US are administered in Winnipeg, Canada.
Receipts are issued by the Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc.
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The Mennonite Benevolent Society		
The Mennonite Family Centre (USA) Inc.
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If you do not wish to receive this Newsletter, have an address change or would like to contact us for any reason, you can reach us at
louiesawatzky8@gmail.com or 204-253-3631, or visit our web page at www.mennonitebenevolentsociety.org.

